WORLD  CONFERENCE 
ON  FAITH  AND  ORDER 


PROGRAMME 

FOR  THE  SECOND 

WORLD  CONFERENCE 
ON  FAITH  AND  ORDER 

TO  BE  HELD  AT 

EDINBURGH,  SCOTLAND 

AUGUST  3 - 18,  1937. 


Published  by  the  Continuation  Committee. 


Cheyney  Court, 
Winchester, 
England. 

No.  74.  | 


111,  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City, 

U.S.A. 

AUGUST,  1935. 

'J 


LIBRARY 

World  Council  of  Church* 


CONTENTS. 


Foreword  ----- 

The  Programme  - 

Notes  on  the  Programme 

How  to  Prepare  for  the  Conference 


FOREWORD. 


From  1927  to  1937. 

During  some  centuries  the  Churches  of  Christendom  had 
drifted  apart  and  lived  in  isolation  from  one  another.  In  the 
early  years  of  the  twentieth  century  there  came  to  Bishop  Brent 
and  other  Christian  leaders  the  vision  of  a reunited  Christen- 
dom, the  conviction  that  it  is  God’s  will  that  His  Church  should 
be  one,  and  the  call  to  work  for  that  end.  They  realised  that 
while  actual  reunion  could  only  come  about  by  agreements  con- 
cluded between  the  Churches  themselves,  the  first  step  towards 
this  must  be  a growth  in  the  mutual  understanding  of  one 
another’s  ways  of  thought  and  worship.  What  was  needed  in 
the  first  instance  was  Conference , the  coming  together  of  the 
Churches  in  a spirit  of  earnest  desire  to  understand  one  another, 
to  discover  how  far  they  are  kept  apart  by  genuine  differences 
of  conviction  which  made  unity  impossible,  and  how  far  their 
growth  in  isolation  from  one  another  had  concealed  fundamental 
agreements  under  different  habits  of  thought  and  language.  So 
they  invited  “ all  Christian  bodies  throughout  the  world  which 
accept  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  God  and  Saviour  ” to  attend 
a Conference  held  for  the  consideration  of  questions  pertaining 
to  the  Faith  and  Order  of  the  Church  of  Christ.  It  was  to  be 
“ a Conference  for  the  purposes  of  study  and  discussion,  without 
power  to  legislate  or  adopt  resolutions.” 

After  years  of  preparatory  work  the  first  World  Conference 
on  Faith  and  Order  was  held  at  Lausanne  in  Switzerland  in 
1927.  Over  400  delegates  were  present,  representing  over  100 
Churches.  They  sat  for  nearly  three  weeks,  and  produced  a 
Report  recording  agreements  and  disagreements  reached  in  the 
course  of  their  discussions.  The  Conference  ordered  this  Report 
to  be  referred  to  the  various  Churches,  with  a request  that  they 
should  consider  it  and  express  their  judgment  upon  it.  There 
was  also  appointed  a Continuation  Committee  to  receive  and 
consider  the  responses  of  the  Churches  to  the  Report,  and  to  take 
such  further  action  as  it  should  think  fit  to  further  the  cause  for 
which  the  Conference  stood. 

The  Report  was  circulated.  The  responses  of  the  Churches 
began  to  come  in.  Steps  were  taken  to  promote  the  joint  study 
of  outstanding  matters  of  disagreement  by  theologians  repre- 
senting different  Churches.  And  in  1931  the  Continuation 
Committee  unanimously  resolved  to  call  a second  World  Con- 
ference to  meet  in  1937,  and  adopted  a provisional  programme 
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tor  it.  Then  came  the  work  of  programme-building  for  1937, 
the  results  of  which  are  now  published.  What  are  the  factors 
which  have  led  to  the  Programme  for  the  1937  World  Conference 
on  Faith  and  Order  taking  this  form? 

The  Present  Position  of  the  Church  in  the  World. 

Christianity  is  being  challenged  as  never  before  since  the 
days  of  Constantine.  From  the  fourth  to  the  twentieth  centuries 
the  history  of  Christianity  was  the  history  of  a steady  advance 
in  winning  the  allegiance  of  mankind.  But  now  there  seems  to 
be  a renewal  of  strength  in  non-Christian  and  anti-Christian 
forces.  The  Churches  of  Armenia  and  Anatolia  have  been  up- 
rooted and  driven  out  of  lands  where  they  have  had  a con- 
tinuous life  since  the  days  of  the  Apostles ; the  Church  of  Russia 
exists  only  in  persecution  and  exile;  further  West  the  prophets 
of  materialism  and  of  a kind  of  naturalistic  mysticism  are 
heralding  a change  in  the  religious  history  of  mankind  in  which 
Christianity  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  but  a passing  episode. 

One  immediate  effect  of  this  challenge  has  been  a setback 
to  the  movement  towards  Christian  unity.  It  has  produced  an 
increase  of  what  may  be  called  “ confessionalism.”  As  each 
Church  is  threatened  by  the  rising  tide  of  hostility,  it  seeks  to 
secure  itself  more  firmly  on  the  rock  of  its  ancestral  faith,  and 
thus  becomes  more  sharply  conscious  of  that  which  divides  it 
from  other  churches  perched  on  other  rocks  in  the  swirl  of  the 
anti-Christian  sea.  The  need  of  recognising  that  these  rocks 
are  outcroppings  of  the  one  Rock  on  which  every  Church  is 
founded  is  greater  than  ever  before;  but  to  do  so  has  become 
more  difficult  than  was  realised  in  the  optimistic  years  from  1920 
to  1927.  The  1937  Conference  must  be  prepared  and  conducted 
in  such  a way  as  to  face  realistically  the  situation  of  the  Church 
in  the  world.  It  must  “ vibrate  from  the  shocks  of  its  time.” 

The  Position  of  the  Lausanne  Movement. 

The  1927  World  Conference  realised  that  unity  was  not  to 
be  found  by  seeking  for  ambiguous  and  compromising  formulae 
with  which  to  disguise  the  differences  between  the  various  con- 
fessions. Progress  can  only  come  by  digging  down  through 
the  rocks  on  which  the  different  Churches  stand  in  order  to 
discover  how  each  is  through  its  own  confession  rooted  in  the 
one  Rock  which  is  Christ.  Hence  the  Continuation  Committee 
has  set  itself  to  a twofold  task.  First,  it  has  attempted  to 
discover  as  accurately  as  possible  what  each  Church  stands  for, 
how  each  Church  views  its  own  confession  of  faith  by  which  it 
lives,  through  which  it  is  in  vital  contact  with  Christ.  This  has 
been  done  by  the  collection  of  the  responses  of  the  Churches  to 
the  1927  Report,  and  their  publication  in  1934  in  the  volume 
Convictions.  Secondly,  it  has  called  on  theologians  from 
different  Churches  to  come  together  in  Commissions  and  begin 
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the  work  of  digging  down  through  those  confessions  in  patient 
search  for  some  underlying  ground  of  unity.  One  of  these  Com- 
missions has  already  produced  a Report  on  the  Doctrine  of 
Grace  for  submission  to  the  1937  Conference;  others  are  at  work 
on  The  Church  and  the  Word,  The  Church's  Ministry  and 
Sacraments  and  The  Church's  Unity  in  Life  and  Worship , 
and  hope  to  have  Reports  ready  for  consideration  in  1937. 

The  publication  of  C onvictions  would  seem  to  mark  a stage 
in  the  life  of  the  Movement  and  to  call  for  a further  advance. 
However  necessary  it  may  be  for  each  Church  to  tighten  its  grip 
on  its  own  confession  in  order  to  withstand  the  waves  of  the  anti- 
Christian  attack,  the  cause  of  Christian  unity  makes  a further 
demand  on  those  who  have  it  at  heart.  It  demands  of  the 
members  of  each  Church  that  while  holding  fast  to  their  own 
convictions  they  should  make  a real  effort  sympathetically  to 
understand  what  it  is  in  other  confessions  which  makes  them 
equally  precious  to  those  who  hold  them. 

As  we  have  seen,  one  of  the  definite  achievements  of  1927 
was  the  establishing  of  the  principle  that  unity  will  not  come  by 
glossing  over  differences  of  conviction.  The  first  step  had  to 
be  the  clear  statement  by  the  different  Churches  of  what  they 
stood  for.  It  was  necessary  that  the  delegates  should  come  to 
Lausanne  in  1927  with  the  primary  intention  of  stating  for  the 
information  of  others  the  positions  of  their  own  Churches,  and 
that  these  statements  should  be  amplified  by  the  considered 
judgments  of  the  Churches  themselves  expressed  in  their 
Responses  to  the  Report  of  the  Conference.  But  now  that  this 
step  has  been  taken,  we  shall  get  no  further  if  the  members  of 
the  1937  Conference  are  summoned  together  with  no  other  end 
in  view  than  to  do  again  what  was  done  in  1927.  But  if  when 
we  meet  we  can  take  it  for  granted  that  this  statement  of  our 
positions  has  been  made  and  is  known  to  all  present  and  need 
not  be  made  again,  then  we  shall  be  free  to  go  on  to  the  task 
of  trying  to  share  with  one  another  some  insight  into  what  it  is 
that  our  confessions  mean  to  us,  trying  to  dig  down  through 
the  rocks  to  the  Rock. 

For  not  only  shall  we  have  before  us  the  1927  Report  and 
the  Responses  of  the  Churches;  we  shall  also  have  material 
provided  by  the  Commissions,  material  which  will  tend  to  lay 
bare  the  true  nature  of  the  problems  that  have  to  be  solved.  We 
shall  make  the  best  use  of  our  opportunity  if  we  give  as  much 
time  as  possible  to  what  may  be  called  “ study-conference 
work,”  striving  by  patient  study  and  discussion  to  reach  a 
deeper  mutual  understanding. 

What  we  are  aiming  at  in  1937. 

The  occasion  thus  gives  us  two  tasks  to  perform,  the  one 
looking  to  the  immediate  present,  the  other  to  the  future.  Our 


5 


first  task  is  to  realise  the  urgency  of  the  challenge  of  the  world- 
situation  to  Christendom  as  a whole,  and  in  the  face  of  that 
challenge  to  discover  and  assert  the  underlying  unity  which 
binds  us  together  through  our  common  loyalty  to  our  one  Lord 
and  Master,  Jesus  Christ.  Our  second  task  will  be  to  press 
forward  with  those  studies  through  which  we  hope  to  help  the 
Churches  to  realise  in  things  both  outward  and  inward  the  full 
unity  of  the  Body  of  Christ. 

As  the  1927  Conference  aimed  at  producing  a statement  of 
the  agreements  and  disagreements  existing  between  the 
Churches  as  they  are  at  present,  it  naturally  issued  in  a Report 
containing  a series  of  such  statements  on  different  subjects,  all 
published  to  the  world  at  large  as  records  of  matters  of  fact. 
But  if  we  are  to  fulfil  the  demands  made  upon  us  by  the  situation 
in  which  we  shall  meet  in  1937,  we  shall  be  aiming  at  producing 
a Report  of  a somewhat  different  nature.  For  publication  urbi 
et  orbi  we  shall  aim  at  issuing  a brief  affirmation  of  our  under- 
lying unity  in  face  of  the  challenge  of  the  world  situation,  an 
affirmation  which  bears  witness,  in  face  of  the  challenge  of 
heathenism,  to  that  koindnia  ton  ekklesion  that  springs  from 
our  common  loyalty  to  Christ.  And  then  in  addition  we  shall 
aim  at  producing  a series  of  as  it  were  confidential  Reports  to 
the  Churches,  in  which  we  shall  record  and  commend  to  their 
consideration  such  progress  as  we  shall  have  been  able  to  make 
in  our  joint  studies  towards  overcoming  the  obstacles  which 
hinder  us  from  full  unity. 

We  are  now  able  to  see  the  nature  of  the  Programme  which 
will  be  required  for  the  1937  Conference.  It  must  contain  oppor- 
tunities for  (i)  a common  facing  of  the  realities  of  the  world- 
situation,  so  that  all  our  work  may  be  carried  on  as  “ vibrating 
to  the  shocks  of  the  time  (ii)  an  affirmation  of  our  united 
loyalty  to  our  Lord  and  Master,  Jesus  Christ;  (iii)  an  attempt 
on  the  part  of  each  to  enter  into  and  understand  what  the  life 
and  worship  of  others  mean  to  them ; and  (iv)  study  of  the  issues 
on  which  we  are  divided. 

The  Programme  for  the  1937  World  Conference. 

The  Programme  now  published  will  be  seen  to  have  been 
drawn  up  in  the  light  of  the  above  considerations.  It  provides 
that  the  attention  of  the  Conference  shall  be  directed  at  the  out- 
set to  the  present  situation  of  the  Church  in  the  World.  But 
no  time  is  to  be  given  to  detailed  study  of  this  situation.  That 
is  being  done  by  the  Stockholm  Movement.  What  we  need  to 
do  is  to  ensure  that  while  we  do  our  own  work,  we  do  it  in 
conscious  awareness  of  the  realities  of  the  situation. 

Then  as  much  time  as  possible  is  given  for  the  study- 
conference  work  in  sections,  for  the  preparation  of  their  Reports, 
and  their  consideration  in  full  Conference.  Through  the  special 
sessions  on  Sundays  opportunity  is  given  for  attempts  to 
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understand  what  different  ways  of  living  the  Christian  life  mean 
to  those  who  practise  them;  and  it  is  hoped  that  at  the  last 
morning  session  the  Conference  will  be  able  to  affirm  its  united 
loyalty  to  our  Lord  in  face  of  the  challenge  of  the  world- 
situation. 

It  remains  to  say  a word  about  the  four  subjects  chosen  for 
the  study-conference  work.  At  first  sight  these  appear  very 
different  from  those  proposed  in  the  provisional  programme 
adopted  by  the  Continuation  Committee  in  1931.  Chi  further 
examination,  however,  they  are  seen  to  be  a re-arrangement  of 
the  same  material,  and  it  is  a re-arrangement  dictated  by  the 
experience  of  the  Committee  in  the  years  since  1931.  During 
those  years  the  Committee  has  been  in  consultation  with 
theologians  representing  as  wide  a variety  of  opinion  as 
possible,  and  the  list  of  subjects  finally  adopted  is  that  which 
seems  to  give  the  most  promising  way  of  approach  to  the  work 
which  lies  before  us. 

In  publishing  this  programme  for  the  1937  World  Confer- 
ence the  Continuation  Committee  wishes  to  affirm  its  profound 
belief  that  the  unity  of  Christ’s  Church  which  we  seek  must  be 
such  as  God  wills  it  to  be,  and  will  give  us  in  His  own  good 
time.  We  must  not  arrogate  to  ourselves  any  claim  to  be  able 
to  devise  or  achieve  a unity  of  our  own  making.  But  expression 
of  faith  in  God’s  will  to  give  us  unity  is  only  a pious  platitude 
unless  we  yield  ourselves  as  His  instruments  to  seek  to  find  and 
do  His  will.  In  all  our  preparations  for  the  Conference,  our  aim 
must  be  to  offer  our  best  efforts  of  mind  and  heart  and  will  for 
Him  to  use  in  His  service  according  to  His  good  pleasure. 
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THE  PROGRAMME. 


AUGUST,  1937. 


Tuesday  3rd. 

10.  o a.m.  Opening  Service. 

11.30  a.m.  Full  Session.  Opening  Business. 

3.30  p.m.  Full  Session.  Statement  on  “ The  Church’s 
Witness  in  the  World  To-day,”  leading  up 
to  a solemn  act  of  praise  and  prayer.  (See 
Note  A.) 


Wednesday  4th. 

9.30  a.m.  Prayers. 

10.  o a.m.  Full  Session.  Chairman’s  Address,  survey- 
ing the  field  to  be  studied  in  the  different 
Sections.  Reference  to  the  Sections  of  the 
four  main  subjects  of  study.  (See  Note  B.) 

i.  The  Grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

ii.  The  Church  of  Christ  and  the  Word  of 
God. 

iii.  The  Church  of  Christ  : Ministry  and 

Sacraments. 

iv.  The  Church’s  Unity  in  Life  and 

Worship. 

(See  Note  C.) 


4.  o p.m.  Study-Conference  Work  in  Sections. 


Thursday  5th. 
Friday  6th. 
Saturday  7th. 
Monday  9th. 
Tuesday  10th. 
Wednesday  nth. 


9.30  a.m.  Full  Session.  Prayers. 

10.  o a.m.  Division  of  time  between 
and  4.  o p.m.  sectional  meetings  and 
full  sessions  to  be  ar- 
ranged later. 


Thursday  12th. 

No  Meetings.  Preparation  and  Printing  of  the  Reports  of 
the  Sections. 

Friday  13  th.  \ 

Saturday  14th  I 9-3°  a.m.  Full  Session.  Prayers. 

Mondav  Tfit-h  f IO-  0 a*m*  Full  Sessions.  Consideration 

~ ’ and  4.  o p.m.  of  the  Reports  of  the  Sections. 

Tuesday  17th.  / ^ ^ ^ 


Sundays  8th  and  15th. 

Morning.  Divine  Worship. 

Evening.  Full  Session.  Statements  by  speakers  represent- 
ing different  communions,  each  bearing 
witness  to  what  the  worship  and  life  of  his 
Church  mean  to  him. 


Wednesday  18th. 


9.30  a.m. 
10.  o a.m. 


4.  o p.m. 


Full  Session.  Prayers. 

Question  of  Affirmation  of  union  in  allegiance 
to  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  view  of  the 
world-situation. 

(See  Note  D.) 

Full  Session.  Provision  for  the  future  work  of 
the  Movement. 


Closing  Business. 
Closing  Prayers. 


N.B. — The  final  allocation  of  time  to  the  different  topics  will 
have  to  he  made  later  in  the  light  of  developing  circum- 
stances and  of  the  further  preparation  of  material. 
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NOTES  ON  THE  PROGRAMME. 


Note  A.  The  purpose  of  this  session,  is  not  to  study  the 
subject,  but  to  bring  it  vividly  before  the  mind  of  the  Confer- 
ence. There  will  therefore  be  no  open  discussion  of  it,  but 
members  will  have  in  their  hands  a statement  prepared  by  a 
Committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  by  the  Continuation  Com- 
mittee in  1936;  this  will  be  spoken  to  by  one  or  more  persons 
witnessing  from  their  experience  of  the  situation  in  different 
parts  of  the  world,  and  the  session  will  then  close  with  a solemn 
act  of  praise  and  prayer. 

Note  B.  In  1927  the  World  Conference  was  meeting  for 
the  first  time,  and  it  was  necessary  to  open  up  each  subject  by 
a discussion  in  full  session  before  referring  it  to  the  Section 
which  was  to  study  it  more  closely.  We  shall  come  to  the  1937 
Conference  prepared  for  our  work  by  study  of  the  1927  Report, 
the  Responses  of  the  Churches,  and  the  preparatory  work  done 
on  each  subject  by  the  Continuation  Committee  and  its  Com- 
missions. We  shall  therefore  be  able  to  substitute  for  these 
preliminary  discussions  in  full  session  a single  synoptic  survey 
of  the  field  by  our  Chairman,  after  which  the  Sections  will 
immediately  begin  the  closer  study  of  their  subjects.  It  is  in 
these  sectional  study-conferences  that  there  is  real  hope  of 
making  progress  and  therefore  the  more  time  that  can  be  given 
to  them,  the  better. 

Note  C.  Before  the  Conference  meets  a more  detailed  pro- 
gramme of  study  for  each  subject  will  have  to  be  provided  for 
the  use  of  the  Sections,  based  on  the  material  prepared  in  connec- 
tion with  each. 

I.  Jesus  Christ  and  His  Grace.  In  1931  the  Theo- 
logical Committee  issued  its  Report,  contained  in  the 
volume  “ The  Doctrine  of  Grace  ” and  also  issued 
separately.  (World  Conference  Pamphlet  No.  66.)  It  has 
already  received  much  useful  criticism,  some  of  which  is 
published  in  Pamphlet  No.  72  (Reports  of  Local  Discussion 
Groups). 

II.  The  Church  of  Christ  and  the  Word  of  God. 

III.  The  Church  of  Christ : Ministry  and  Sacraments. 
Material  on  these  subjects  is  being  prepared  by  the  two 
Commissions  dealing  with  them,  but  is  not  yet  available. 

IV.  The  Church' s Unity  in  Life  and  Worship.  The 
subjects  to  be  studied  under  this  head  will  include : 

(i)  The  Church  visible  and  the  Church  invisible. 

The  Communion  of  Saints. 
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(ii)  What  conception  of  the  unity  of  the  visible  Church 
on  earth  we  have  in  mind  as  the  goal  of  our  efforts  in  the 
Lausanne  Movement. 

(iii)  A report  of  progress  made  towards  unity  since 
1927,  and  consideration  of  the  lessons  to  be  learned  from  it. 

(iv)  The  non-theological  factors  to  be  taken  into  account 
in  investigating  the  cause  and  cure  of  disunity. 

(v)  The  means  whereby  full  union  and  communion 
might  be  worked  out  and  established,  such  as  : Proclama- 
tion of  a spiritual  koinonia , common  worship,  co-operation, 
federation. 

Material  to  cover  this  ground  is  being  prepared  by  the 
Commission  on  the  Church’s;  Unity  in  Life  and  Worship. 

NOTE  D.  What  the  Conference  will  do  here  must  be  left  to 
its  own  decision.  The  ground  will  probably  best  be  prepared 
by  appointing  a small  committee  on  the  opening  day  of  the  Con- 
ference with  instructions  to  watch  the  course  of  proceedings  and 
prepare  a statement  for  submission  at  this  session.  Such  a 
committee  might  well  take  into  consideration,  among  other 
material,  the  Encyclical  Letter  issued  from  the  Patriarchate  of 
Constantinople  in  January,  1920  (Printed  in  Bell : Documents 
on  Christian  Unity , Vol.  1,  p.  44). 


HOW  TO  PREPARE  FOR  THE  CONFERENCE. 


Whilst  special  preparation  is  needed  on  the  part  of  those  who 
are  appointed  as  delegates  to  represent  their  Churches  at  the 
Conference,  it  is  most  important  that  church  people  generally, 
whom  they  will  represent,  should  take  their  full  part  in  the  work. 
The  kind  of  preparation  needed  can  be  considered  under  four 
heads. 

/.  Prayer.  “ Not  by  might  nor  by  power,  but  by  my 
Spirit,  saith  the  Lord.”  At  every  step  we  must  be  looking  for 
God’s  guidance,  entrusting  ourselves  and  our  work  to  Him  with 
thanksgiving  for  blessings  already  received,  penitence  for  our 
sins,  and  prayer  for  wisdom  and  zeal. 

Since  1920  the  eight  days  before  Pentecost  have  been 
regarded  as  a special  time  when  Christians  all  over  the  world 
unite  in  prayer  for  the  unity  of  Christ’s  Church.  In  addition  to 
observing  this  good  custom,  Christian  congregations  should  be 
urged  to  give  prayer  for  God’s  blessing  on  the  1937  World  Con- 
ference on  Faith  and  Order  a regular  place  in  their  devotions 
throughout  the  next  two  years.  The  delegates  should  be  sus- 
tained in  their  work  by  the  knowledge  that  they  are  surrounded 
by  the  eager  and  earnest  prayer  of  all  Christendom. 

II.  Study.  The  opportunity  of  being  able  to  make 
progress  which  lies  before  the  1937  Conference  is  due  to  its  being 
able  to  build  on  the  results  of  the  1927  Conference,  and  of  the 
work  which  has  been  done  since ; to  begin  where  they  leave  off. 
But  this  opportunity  will  be  lost  unless  the  delegates  come  pre- 
pared by  having  studied  this  material. 

Every  delegate,  therefore,  should  begin  at  once  to  study 
the  following  : 

1.  The  Report  of  the  1927  Conference.  The  full  Report  of 
the  proceedings  is  contained  in  the  volume  Faith  and  Order 
(Ed.  Bate).  The  findings  of  the  Conference  transmitted  to  the 
Churches  are  in  Faith  and  Order  Pamphlet  No.  55. 

2.  The  book  Convictions  (Ed.  Hodgson).  This  contains 
the  Responses  of  the  Churches,  giving  their  considered  judg- 
ments on  the  findings  of  the  1927  Conference. 

3.  The  Report  of  the  Theological  Committee  on  the 
Theology  of  Grace.  Wherever  possible  the  whole  book — The 
Doctrine  of  Grace  (Ed.  Whitley) — should  be  studied.  In  any 
case  the  brief  report  (Pamphlet  No.  66)  together  with  the  com- 
ments on  it  in  Pamphlet  No.  72  should  be  familiar  to  all 
delegates. 

4.  Information  concerning  material  for  subjects  II  and 
III  will  be  circulated  to  delegates  as  it  becomes  available. 

5.  For  subject  IV  (iii)  much  valuable  material  is  contained 
in  Documents  on  Christian  Unity , 1920-30  (Ed.  Bell).  Informa- 
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tion  concerning  material  for  the  various  sub-divisions  of  this 
subject  will  be  circulated  as  it  becomes  available. 

This  study  by  the  delegates  themselves  needs  to  be  supple- 
mented by  the  widest  possible  encouragement  of  study  by  those 
whom  they  represent,  so  that  the  work  of  the  Conference  may  be 
surrounded  by  an  enlightened  public  opinion  throughout 
Christendom.  Wherever  possible  local  study-groups  should  be 
formed  to  read  and  discuss  the  material  mentioned  above. 
They  should  begin  this  autumn  by  studying  Convictions 
together  with  Pamphlets  55,  66,  71  and  72;  and  the  names  and 
addresses  of  their  leaders  should  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  so  that 
they  may  receive  information  about  further  material  to  go  on 
to  when  they  have  dealt  with  these. 

III . Almsgiving.  The  1927  Conference  was  held  before 
the  economic  crisis  of  1929,  and  was  mainly  financed  by 
generous  donations  from  a comparatively  small  number  of 
wealthy  supporters  of  the  Movement  in  America.  This  source 
of  revenue  is  no  longer  available,  and  for  1937  its  place  must 
be  taken  by  gifts  of  less  amount  from  an  incomparably  larger 
number  of  people.  All  delegates,  clergy  and  ministers  should 
do  their  utmost  to  stimulate  the  offering  of  these  gifts  by 
individual  Christians  and  Christian  congregations.  When 
collected  the  money  can  be  used  in  two  ways.  As  many 
Churches  as  possible  should  start  funds  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
their  delegations  to  the  Conference,  and  it  is  also  necessary  for 
the  Movement  to  have  a central  Conference  Fund  from  which  to 
defray  its  heavy  expenses.  Contributions  to  the  former  should 
be  paid  to  the  appropriate  treasurer  in  each  Church ; contribu- 
tions to  the  latter  should  be  sent  either  to  the  Hon.  Alanson  B. 
Houghton,  c/o  The  United  States  Trust  Co.,  45,  Wall  Street, 
New  York  City,  U.S.A.,  or  to  the  Rev.  Canon  Tatlow,  Annan- 
dale,  North  End  Road,  London,  N.W.  11,  England. 

IV.  Publicity.  Unless  all  who  have  the  welfare  of  the 
Conference  at  heart  do  what  they  can  to  kindle  interest  in  it 
among  their  fellow  Christians,  it  is  impossible  to  expect  the 
preparation  for  it  to  be  adequate  in  prayer,  study  or  almsgiving. 
But  further,  unless  accurate  information  about  the  nature  and 
aims  of  the  Conference  be  widely  circulated  throughout 
Christendom,  serious  harm  may  be  done  through  false  expecta- 
tions being  aroused  and  disappointed. 

It  cannot  be  too  often  emphasised  that  the  purpose  of  the 
Conference  is  not  to  lead  the  Churches  into  unity  by  negotiating 
terms  of  reunion  on  their  behalf,  or  by  providing  some  dramatic 
and  spectacular  demonstration  of  united  action  for  which  the 
Churches  are  not  ready  and  which  may  compromise  the 
principles  of  some  of  them.  It  is  the  Churches  themselves  which 
must  do  the  uniting ; the  task  of  the  Conference  is  to  be  their 
servant,  helping  them  to  come  together  in  such  a way  as  to 
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realise  the  fact  of  that  underlying  unity  which  springs  from  their 
common  loyalty  to  the  one  Lord  and  Master,  and  in  the  atmo- 
sphere generated  by  the  recognition  of  that  fact  to  try  patiently 
and  lovingly  to  understand  one  another  better  and  to  study 
ways  of  overcoming  the  obstacles  which  stand  in  the  way  of 
giving  that  unity  full  outward  expression. 

These  obstacles  are  the  product  of  more  than  four  centuries 
of  division ; it  is  unreasonable  to  expect  that  God  will  allow  us 
to  dispose  of  them  in  five  minutes.  We  can  indeed  set  no  limits 
to  the  blessings  which  we  may  hope  to  receive  if  we  come  to  Him 
in  sincere  faith  and  trust,  but  it  must  be  in  the  spirit  which  is 
willing  to  undertake  the  patient  toil  of  mutual  study  if  He  calls 
us  to  it.  To  realise  and  affirm  our  united  loyalty,  and  to  make 
some  progress  in  this  study — these  are  our  aims.  If  we  can 
bring  all  those  whom  we  represent  as  their  delegates  to  share 
with  us  in  these  aspirations,  we  shall  have  done  our  best  to 
enlist  their  interest,  their  prayers,  their  study  and  their  alms, 
and  to  enable  our  Conference  to  bear  good  fruit  in  the  service 
of  God  and  His  Church. 

Grant  to  us , Lord , we  beseech  Thee , the  spirit  to  think  and 
do  always  such  things  as  be  rightful;  that  we,  who  cannot  do 
anything  that  is  good  without  Thee , may  by  Thee  be  enabled  to 
live  according  to  Thy  will;  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 
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The  following  publications  may  be  obtained  without 
charge  from  the  Secretariat  at  Cheyney  Court,  Winchester, 
England,  or  hi,  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City,  U.S.A. 

No.  43.  Twenty  Paragraphs  about  the  World  Con- 
ference on  Faith  and  Order.  1922,  revised 
1933. 

No.  55.  Reports  of  the  Lausanne  Conference.  1927. 

No.  66.  The  Theology  of  Grace  : Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Theologians.  1931. 

No.  71.  Records  of  the  Continuation  Committee, 
Hertenstein,  Switzerland,  September  3-6,  1934. 

No.  72.  Reports  of  Local  Discussion  Groups,  1933- 
1934- 

No.  73.  Records  of  the  Continuation  Committee, 
Hindsgaul,  Denmark,  August  4-7,  1935. 

The  following  may  be  ordered  through  any  book- 
seller : 

Faith  and  Order  : Proceedings  of  the 
World  Conference,  Lausanne,  August  3-21, 
1927.  London:  Student  Christian  Movement 
Press;  New  York  : Doubleday,  Doran  & Co.,  Inc. 
Price,  10/6;  $2.50. 

The  Doctrine  of  Grace.  Edited  by  W.  T. 
Whitley,  LL.D.  London:  Student  Christian 
Movement  Press ; New  York : The  Macmillan 
Company.  Price,  15/-;  $4.50. 

Convictions  : A Selection  from  the 
Responses  of  the  Churches  to  the  Report 
of  the  World  Conference  on  Faith  and 
Order.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  Leonard  Hodgson 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Very  Rev.  H.  N.  Bate 
and  Ralph  W.  Brown.  London : Student 
Christian  Movement  Press;  New  York:  The 
Macmillan  Company.  Price,  8/6;  $3. 
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